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SCENICALLY  BEAUTIFUL,  Pennsylvania  also 
offers  the  tourist  a splendid  opportunity  to  see 
much  of  its  fascinating  historical  development  through 
three  centuries.  Many  aspects  of  the  Commonwealth’s 
progress  along  the  Pcnyisylvania  Trail  of  History  are 
illustrated  in  the  more  than  twenty  historic  sites,  mu- 
seums, and  structures  maintained  by  the  Common- 
wealth through  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Mu- 
seum Commission.  All  of  these  are  easily  accessible 
from  the  state’s  major  highways,  and  most  of  them  are 
within  a short  distance  of  the  Pennsylvania  Turn- 
pike. 

Pennsylvania  history  began  with  the  explorations 
and  settlements  in  the  Delaware  Valley  in  the  early 
seventeenth  century.  Governor  Printz  Park,  on  the 
Delaware  a few  blocks  from  the  junction  of  State 
Routes  291  and  420  in  Essington,  is  the  site  of  the 
capital  of  New  Sweden  and  the  first  permanent  Euro- 
pean settlement  in  the  state.  The  Morton  Home.stead, 
a unique  Swedish  log  cabin  dating  from  the  seven- 
teenth century,  is  located  about  a mile  north  on 
Route  420  where  it  crosses  Darby  Creek.  It  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  family  of  John  Morton,  a signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

On  the  Delaware  in  Bucks  County  is  Pennsbury 
Manor,  a re-creation  of  William  Penn’s  country  es- 
tate in  the  infant  province.  Near  U.  S.  1 and  13,  it 
can  be  reached  by  a short  drive  southward  from  Mor- 
risville  and  a short  drive  eastward  from  Tullytown. 

Nearby  in  Montgomery  County  are  three  interest-  i 
ing  eighteenth-century  Georgian  houses.  A mile  north-  (! 
west  of  U.  S.  61 1 near  Horsham  and  the  Willow  Grove  | 
Naval  Air  Station  is  Graeme  Park,  an  unusual  stone  j 
house  built  in  1722  by  Sir  William  Keith,  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  province  from  1717  to  1726.  Hope  ■ 
Lodge,  on  U.  S.  309  near  the  Fort  Washington  inter- 
change of  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike,  is  a fine  ex- 
ample of  colonial  architecture  and  has  a particularly 
pleasing  interior.  Pottsgrove,  on  U.  S.  422  at  Potts- 
town,  is  an  outstandingly  beautiful  home  of  an  eigh- 
teenth-century Pennsylvania  ironmaster. 

In  Berks  County  on  L.  R.  06107  just  a mile  north 
of  U.  S.  422  at  Baumstown  is  the  Daniel  Boone 
Home.stead,  the  birthplace  of  America’s  most  famous  ; 
frontiersman.  East  of  Womelsdorf  on  U.  S.  422  is  ! 
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Conrad  Weiser  Park,  a very  beautifully  landscaped 
area  on  which  are  to  be  found  the  home  and  grave 
of  this  highly  successful  provincial  negotiator  with 
the  Indians. 

On  U.  S.  322  in  Lebanon  County  at  Cornwall  is 
I the  well-preserved  and  architecturally  intriguing 
I Cornwall  Furnace,  which  produced  cannon  and 
shot  for  the  American  army  in  the  Revolution.  Seven- 
teen miles  southwest  in  Lancaster  County  at  the  junc- 
tion of  U.  S.  322  and  222  is  the  unique  Ephrata 
Clolster,  with  many  surviving  buildings  of  the  un- 
usual religious  community  begun  there  in  1732  by 
Conrad  Beissel  and  his  Society  of  Seventh-Day  Bap- 
tists. Twelve  miles  southwestward  just  off  U.  S.  222 
near  Lancaster  is  the  Penn.sylvania  Farm  Mu.seum  of 
Landis  Valley,  which  presents  in  lavish  detail  the 
story  of  Pennsylvania  rural  village  life  and  crafts  as 
well  as  the  implements,  tools,  and  farming  methods  of 
i the  past. 

, On  the  capitol  grounds  in  Harrisburg  the  Penn- 
I SYLVANIA  State  Museum  offers  a variety  of  interesting 
displays  on  Pennsylvania  transportation,  geology,  wild- 
! life,  archaeology,  history,  crafts,  and  folk  art.  North 
of  Harrisburg  on  State  Route  14  at  Sunbury  is  the 
site  of  Fort  Augusta,  with  a large-scale  replica  of  the 
fort  built  there  in  1756.  Across  the  river  from  Sunbury 
j on  Priestley  Avenue  in  Northumberland  is  the  Joseph 
I Priestley  House,  the  American  home  of  the  famous 
English  scientist  and  discoverer  of  oxygen.  Just  north 
of  McEwensville  on  State  Route  14  is  Warrior  Run 
Church,  a charming  structure  of  the  early  nineteenth 
century. 

On  U.  S.  322  at  Boalsburg  in  Centre  County  is  the 
28th  Division  Shrine,  which  commemorates  the  out- 
standing military  record  of  the  Keystone  Division,  old- 
est in  the  National  Guard. 

Just  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountain  on  U.  S.  22 
I and  422  at  Cresson  is  Admiral  Peary  Park,  with  a 
statue  memorializing  the  achievements  of  the.  re- 
nowned Pennsylvania-born  Arctic  explorer. 

At  Ambridge  on  State  Route  88  overlooking  the 
Ohio  is  Old  Economy,  third  and  last  home  of  the 
Harmony  Society,  a nineteenth-century  communi- 
tarian religious  group  which  enjoyed  a high  degree  of 
material  success.  Seventeen  buildings  and  numerous 
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JOSEPH  PRIESTLEY  HOUSE -on  Priestley  Avenue 
in  Nortbumberl and  a block  from  U.  S.  11  ond  State 
Route  14. 
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WARRIOR  RUN  CHURCH -on  State  Route  U north 
of  McEwensville. 
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objects  illuminate  the  story  of  the  community. 

In  Venango  County,  a half  mile  south  of  Titusville 
(on  State  Routes  8 and  27),  is  Drake  Well  Memorial 
Park,  with  a replica  of  the  hrst  oil  well  and  other 
museum  displays  relating  to  the  petroleum  industry. 
It  lies  on  the  bank  of  Oil  Creek  in  a valley  of  rare 
natural  beauty. 

On  U.  S.  19  in  Waterford  the  Commission  main- 
tains a museum  and  a monument  at  the  site  of  Fort 
Le  Boelf,  where  young  George  Washington  came  in 
1753  to  warn  the  French  to  leave  the  Ohio  Valley. 

In  Erie  at  the  foot  of  State  Street,  a restoration  of 
the  Flagship  Niagara  recalls  Oliver  Flazard  Perry’s 
famous  victory  over  the  British  on  Lake  Erie  in  1813 
and  also  the  fact  that  his  lleet  was  in  large  part  built 
on  Pennsylvania  soil. 

In  addition  to  the  properties  and  museums  admin 
istered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission,  there  are  a number  of  very  significant 
historical  sites  in  the  Commonwealth  which  are  ad 
ministered  by  other  ptiblic  agencies.  The  National 
Park  Service  operates  Independence  Hall  in  Philadel- 
phia, Hopewell  Village,  a restored  eighteenth-cen- 
tury iron  plantation  near  State  Route  82  in  Berks 
County,  CiETTYsiuiRG  National  Military  Park  at 
Gettysburg,  and  Eort  Necessity  on  U.  S.  40  near 
Earmington  in  Fayette  County. 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters  administers  Washington  Crossing  Park  on 
State  Route  32  north  of  Morrisville,  Valley  Forge 
Park  on  State  Route  23  in  Chester  and  Montgomery 
cotinties.  Bushy  Run  Park  on  State  Route  993  near 
Jeannette,  and  the  Fort  Put  Blockhouse  at  Point 
Park  in  Pittsburgh.  The  Brandywine  Battlefield  onj 
U.  S.  1 near  Chadds  Ford  is  administered  by  a sepa- 
rate state  commission. 

A visit  to  these  many  fine  properties  and  other  his 
toric  sites  will  kindle  your  pride  in  the  rich  histori- 
cal heritage  which  Pennsylvanians  and  other  Ameri 
cans  enjoy.  It  is  a rewarding  experience. 

Additional  information  on  the  properties  adminis-i 
tered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum! 
Commission  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Com- 
mission at  the  State  Museum  Building  in  Harrisburg.' 
A Guide  to  the  Historical  Markers  of  Pennsylvania,  o 
which  the  Commission  has  erected  more  than  a thou 
sand  roadside  and  city-type,  may  be  obtained  for  fifty- 
two  cents  (tax  included)  from  the  same  address. 


